Preston Embroiderers’ Guild
Summer Newsletter 2012
“A Stitch in Time”

Work in progress
We hope you are having an enjoyable summer, hopefully the weather has
calmed down and is not now so wet as it was at the beginning of summer.
Its not always easy at this time of the year to settle down to stitching,
especially if it is hot, not that it has been a problem so far this summer.

Vine House Project

Squares already completed
A big thank you to everyone who has taken a square. We
hope to be able to present the finished piece to Vine
House during our Barton Grange exhibition. Final
details to be arranged with Vine
House and Barton Grange to enable
us to get some publicity.
In July when the squares were put on the original
photograph it was stunning and I am sure it will be when
it is finished and thanks to Margaret for her efforts in

getting the project started and for putting it together, a picture will be in the
next newsletter of the finished piece.
Resignation
Sue and Suzanne have resigned as Chairman(s) due to family and work
commitments. We would like to thank them for all the work they have done
for Preston EG over the past two years and for Regional Day. We hope to see
them in the future at guild meetings.
Committee
Margaret Kay and Sandie Maher have agreed to step in to be acting Joint
Chairman and Dee Eastham will step into the role of acting Secretary until
the AGM in October when we vote in the committee.
Brenda has agreed to do the Treasurers role for one more year and we will at
this time next year have to have someone in place. If one of you would come
forward to volunteer to take over in a years time, we would be very grateful,
we would ask that you shadow the treasurer for a few months beforehand so
you know what the job entails and Brenda will be able to show you all the
“ins and outs” of the job.
Until this vote we will have a “paper” programme in September and will have
the usual one printed after the AGM.
We are looking for members to join the committee. Anne Warren, Barbara
Ryan and Yvonne have resigned as they have done their allotted time and
more. We thank them very much for all the hard work they have done for
our branch. They all have worked tirelessly for the guild and thank you
ladies.
Please if you feel you could come along and be on the committee please let
Sandie or Margaret know. We will give you all the help you need and you
will be able to come to a committee meeting to see what happens before you
decide. We do have specific jobs that have to be filled but you will not be
asked to do one when you first come onto the committee until you know “the
ropes”.
We cannot run the branch without a committee so if you enjoy coming to the
Guild please consider that you could give something back. We have about
3-4 committee meetings a year, dependant on circumstances, usually on a
Monday night.

APPEAL
Ladies, those of you that were at the July meeting, could you please have a
search through your bags and see if you have inadvertently put a pair of
large scissors in your bag. I know we take our bags home and if you are
anything like me, it gets put to one side until you have time to empty it and
that time never comes. These belong to Margaret Kay and she would very
much like them “to return to her”. Thank you.
Preston Guild Float
Marie has arranged for us to have a float in the procession, if you would like
to be on it can you contact her. She needs 5 on the float and 5 walking
alongside. It is on 7 September 2012, she ask that you wear something
embroidered, perhaps a brooch etc.
Advertising Leaflet and Welcome Pack
A leaflet is being compiled that can be left on a table for the exhibition and
give anyone interested in joining some information about us. These will be
ready for Barton Grange. We are also in the process of putting together a
Welcome Pack to give to new members who join to tell them about Preston
Branch, the Guild in general and everything they ever wanted to know about
us. It is only at an early stage and we will show you the results when ready.
Workshops/Dayschools by our members
Goods news, we have decided to put the fee paid to members for doing
workshops/dayschools to £80 for a full day and £40 for half a day. If you
would like to offer your skills to pass on please let Sandie know.
Registration Form
The Guild have introduced a new way to renew your subscription and to do
this you will have to fill in a form on the Guild Website. Hopefully you will
know all about it by the time you receive the newsletter. This is a “one off”
to update the new guild computer system so that they have all the
information the need. There is a lot you can tell from input information,
areas where there are the most, or least members, age groups etc., and I am
sure that they will be using this information for a membership campaign.
Now we have settled into our new premises in Tulketh Road, we could do
with letting the inhabitants of the area know about us. A membership drive
would be good. I think we could do with an open day, with plenty of
advertising beforehand.
We could do with a banner to put outside the
church a large one on both sides, the main road and Tulketh Road to show
that we have arrived. Any ideas would be welcome.

Programme
If your are out and about on courses, exhibition etc., please let me have
details of any tutors you find that you think would suit us. If you find any
business cards, leaflets out and about of anything related to tutors etc.
please bring and give to Sandie, new ideas are always welcome.
If you would like to offer your services for a talk or workshop also let us
know. You do get paid for it at Preston EG rates.
Return of loan money/Money from Regional Day
We have to decide if we want all the money from the loan back or 50%.
When the first half was due to be paid back we decided to give the Guild
50%. Unfortunately for some reason HQ did not proceed with our request
and it is now time for us to consider the whole amount of the loan to them.
We suggest that we give 50% of the loan to the Guild. We will have to have a
vote on it in September.
We will also have the money that comes back to us for arranging the
Regional AGM. The proceeds are split, 50% to the region and then 25% to us
and Parbold.
With the exhibition at Barton Grange we will be investing in a hanging
system. Once we have this we can use it for all future exhibitions.
25 year Badges and Competitions.
Congratulations
to
Mary
Holden for being presented with
her 25 year badge at Regional
Day. Also congratulations to
Jackie for winning the Coats
Anchor award and to Sandie for
3rd prize in the “Two Peas in a
Pod” competition.
It was a
stump work pea pod with two
babies, Preston and Parbold.

Whilst on the subject of Regional Day, a big thank you to the committee who
helped organize it with Parbold and to all members who were there on the
day and helped in any way they could, it was appreciated, thank you.
Barton Grange Exhibition – 20 to 25 September 2012

I hope you are all sorting through your work to see what you can put in the
exhibition. The title is “Stitch in Bloom”. The exhibition forms have been
sent out by email and please complete and return as soon as possible if you
have not already done so or brought them to the July meeting. You can
email or post any forms direct to Margaret.
We will need your help to steward and demonstrate during the exhibition.
Barton Grange will be providing posters in the vicinity, but Sandie will send
an email to North West Region Branch Secretaries to advertise the
exhibition. The response so far is good and we have demonstrations and
stewards booked. Please bring your pieces to the 15 September meeting if
you cannot take the work to Barton Grange to be there for 10am on 19
September and collect on 26 September at

Christmas
We are again going to have the caterers in for our Christmas Party, after
last year’s success.
The afternoon talk is The Golden Hinde and will again ask Sylvia Davies
bring her shop, if that is what everyone wants.
Advanced warning the competition is a “star”, however you want to do it.
Ideas
Do not forget it is your Guild and if there is anything you want us to do, or if
you have a problem or can think of ways to advertise us, help on the day,
please let a member of the committee know.
We used to have an outing in the summer, we could have a day out and
share cars, save the cost of a coach, or I do know a company with a mini
bus, we went to York with them one when we had Inter Regional Meetings.
What about the Christmas Party do you want to try another format, it was
good last year, do we want to make the changes after a few years.
We hope you enjoy this newsletter, if you have any comments, pictures,
techniques etc., that you would like to share with our members please email
to Sandie for the next edition in January.

Raffle
To go with the Christmas party it would be good to have a large raffle for
that day, perhaps make smaller bags and have a scaled down version of the
Regional Day raffle with all items embroidery related in some way with
threads, material, beads etc. Three or four bags would be a good thing and
each ticket costing a £1.
We did try before to make the monthly raffle more embroidery related
instead of unwanted Christmas presents, etc. We are very grateful for the
income the raffle produces it helps towards the rent with the shop money, so
what has gone before we were grateful for.
Do we want a theme for each month e.g., colour, threads, material etc?
Sorry about the length of this newsletter trying to get a lot mentioned.
From now on it will be a pleasure to read!!! Please let me have any articles,
pictures, review of or notices of exhibitions, review of a newly published
embroidery book etc., or anything you think we might enjoy reading in a
news letter. Next issue after Christmas.
Exhibitions
Natural Progression – Alston Hall to 1 September 2012
“Rock On”
Brabins, Chipping 3-30 October 2012
“Underground, Overground”

One Step On – Samlesbury Hall – “Tiffany in Stitches”
4 September to 28 October 2012
Preston EG – Barton Grange – 20-25 September 2012

A big thank you to you all for your response to the Vine House
Project/exhibition at Barton Grange, for the items you are going to exhibit
and the stewarding/demonstrating. Thank you all so much I am sure it is
going to be an exhibition that we will be proud of and hopefully we can
encourage more people to join us.

Keep a look out for items for the next issue of the newsletter in the New
Year, hopefully we will be “seeing stars”. Please keep Sandie informed of
any exhibitions you see and these can be included in the next issue.
It has been quite a lengthy newsletter but there is a lot going on at the
moment that needs to be shared with you.

Kath Morton
I have long admired the exquisite work that Kath Morton produces. Her Wessex Stitch pieces
make me want to reach for a needle and thread and her machine embroidery is equally
stunning and inspiring. So it was with high expectations that I went along to interview Kath
for our Summer edition of the Newsletter. I have to tell you that I was not disappointed.
Kath and her husband Jack made me very welcome and I was immediately impressed by the
fact that the walls were hung, not only with examples of Kath’s work, but also the work of
other textile artists which Kath has collected over the years. The most striking feature,
however, was the collection of notable ‘family’ events which had been executed by Helen,
one of Kath and Jack’s five daughters. Talent obviously runs in the family.
Kath grew up in Hoghton where her family had a small farm and she attended Winckley
Square convent. Her Mother had died when Kath was ten and although she had to help out,
she was able to go out to work when she left school. She had a two hour bus journey to her
job at the Prescription Pricing Bureau at Lostock Hall and whiled away the journey by
‘tatting’. (This led me to wonder if being able to ‘zip’ everywhere in a car didn’t have its
disadvantages?)
Kath showed me some examples of what she told me was her ‘favourite’ technique –
‘cutwork’. She has kept several examples of this and I have to say that I have never seen such
beautiful stitching.

Kath won a competition for entrants 18 and over, winning the princely sum of £2, but she
was only 17 at the time!

Once Kath and Jack were married, Kath’s time was fully taken up with her six children (one
boy followed by the afore-mentioned five girls) but she did find time to go to evening classes
(does anyone remember them?) With daughters to dress, Kath took classes in making
children’s clothes. She went on to take millinery and tailoring, all the while keeping up with
her embroidery.
After she had embarked on a silversmithing course, this became her hobby for the next nine
years during which time she attended craft fairs and sold lots of pieces. It was an expensive
hobby, with the cost of materials and having her work hallmarked and she also “missed the
colour” which textiles had provided. Despite helping out with her family (she now has 15
grandchildren) Kath returned to sewing and her embroidery.
It was at this point that Kath found out about both the Embroiderers’ Guild and City and
Guilds – and then she was ‘off’! In the early days the Preston branch of the Guild met at
Livesey House at what was then Preston Polytechnic – now, of course, the University. She
reminisced that in those early days “ladies came with their hats on”!
(Kath has kept all the programmes for Preston Branch from 1984 and she has agreed to ‘lend’
them to us so that they will be available for members who are stewarding at Barton Grange to
browse through. I can tell you they are a real ‘blast from the past’ and that newer members
will enjoy looking at this lively record of past years.) Kath became a Committee member in
1989 and served for a number of years.
We both reminisced about the exhibition at the Harris in 1983, which we had both attended. I
remember being both captivated and over-awed but determined that sometime ‘in the future’
I would try my hand at this wonderful pastime … Kath obviously got there before me! She
still keeps in touch with many of the former students and tutors that she worked with and we
had a good ‘reminisce’ about the embroiderers of that era who had inspired us. Verina
Warren was a mutual favourite.
Kath has done a number of workshops for Preston branch in recent years, mainly passing on
her skills as a machine embroiderer to grateful ‘newbies’. We are going to see some of her
work in the Barton Grange exhibition and it is certain to be widely admired.
Despite recent problems with her eyesight, Kath is intending to continue to be a member of
Preston Embroiderers’ Guild, valuing the social contact and friendship which exists in the
branch. She will, as always, be made very welcome.

The Embroiderers’ Guild Northern Exhibition
When I went to interview Kath Morton for the article in this Newsletter we both reminisced
about the exhibition which we had attended at the Harris Museum. Neither of us could
remember when it was held, so being eternally curious, I decided to try to find out. So thank
you to Mary Holden, Mary Nevett and Jackie Cardy for the following information.
It was, apparently, the first major exhibition of members’ work to be held outside London
and took place between May 14th and June 11th, 1983.
It contained, to quote from the Autumn, 1983 edition of ‘Embroidery’ magazine “215 pieces
selected from 673 entries submitted by members from all over the country and was shown
in two rooms alongside a display of historical embroideries from the Guild’s collection,
and one of gold thread embroidery by Stephen Simpson, the Preston manufacturers of
‘wire threads, laces and embroidered badges’.
The judges were Anne Morrell of Manchester Polytechnic, Hannah Frew Paterson of
Glasgow School of Art, and Diana Springall, Chairman of the Embroiderers’ Guild.
The event, organised by Gertrude Goodenough, a member of the Executive Committee of
the Guild, with help from members of the Preston Branch, was a great success. It was seen
by 10,892 visitors, the catalogue had to be reprinted and the book shop did a brisk trade.”
Wow! 10,892 visitors! I don’t think we’re going to match that at Barton Grange but it is
something to aim for?
Both Kath and I remember the ‘Wow’ factor induced by the exhibition and the knowledge
that, at some time, we wanted to be a part of that creative world.
But – and it’s a big but – the ‘Embroidery’ article goes on to say “Those are the facts. The
exhibition itself was calm and enjoyable but totally lacked any fizz or sparkle. Possibly the
embroideries were overpowered by the vast, high-ceilinged gallery. In any event the sheer
excitement of innovative work, the wit and humour found in past exhibitions was sadly
missing. As one visitor remarked there was nothing to make her feel “I must have a go at
trying to do that”.
How Gertrude Goodenough and the ‘members of Preston Branch’ must have been
disappointed by that article. It certainly wasn’t true either for Kath or I as we both were
determined to become EG members at our earliest opportunity and to ‘have a go at trying to
do that’.
Many thanks to Mary Holden for having saved the ‘Embroidery’ article. We will
display a copy, including photographs of some of the exhibits, on the notice board at our
September 15th meeting. Please have a look and see what you think? (Next task is to find
out who wrote the article? Why so dismissive? Anyone shed any light?)
Margaret

Grayson Perry ‘The Vanity of Small Differences
at the Victoria Miro Gallery
Having only managed to watch one episode of ‘All in the Best Possible Taste’ on Channel 4, I
was still intrigued enough to want to see the six tapestries, inspired by Hogarth’s ‘A Rake’s
Progress’ which Grayson Perry produced after his ‘safari amongst the taste tribes of Britain’.
Working in tapestry – ‘the art form of grand houses’ – Perry depicts the “commonplace
dramas of modern British life” in such detail that each piece takes a great deal of careful
scrutiny to understand the significance of the objects - the “things we choose to live with,
wear, eat, read or drive.”
The six tapestries chart the rise – and demise - of Tim Rakewell from his ‘working (or should
that be non-working?) class birth and his rise through the ‘middle classes’ to his success? as
a Ferrari-driving internet millionaire. Just like Perry’s vases, which were also on display, the
joy is in the detail; whether it be an inscription on a tea towel or a label on a bottle.
Each of the six images, to a greater or lesser extent pays homage to a religious work – and
each features a small (Hogarthian?) dog.

The Expulsion From No 8 Eden Close after Masaccio's Expulsion from the Garden of Eden.

All in all, a really interesting and enjoyable exhibition.
NB Grayson Perry’s latest tapestry, which explores brand names and consumerism, ‘The
Walthamstow Tapestry’ is on display in the newly refurbished William Morris Gallery in
Walthamstow until 23rd September.
Margaret

Finally, here is Margaret doing her bit, congratulations for being so brave, I would not do
it!!

Yes, I did it! They say ‘every picture tells a story’ and if you look at the grimace that is trying
to be a smile you’ll know what this story is? Suffice it to say that next time I think “I can’t do
that”, I’ll hopefully remember this moment and think “Yes, I can!”
Thank you to all Preston EG members who sponsored me to – literally – ‘take the plunge’.
(Actually, once I’d realised that I could control the rate of descent , I enjoyed the ride).
If I manage to collect all the money that’s been promised, I should make £500. That will
make such a difference to Samaritans. Thank you so much to everyone concerned.
PS : If you really aren’t convinced then a ‘friend’ took a video of the abseil. I say ‘friend’
because did I want the world to see if my bum really did look this big? Actually, it was the
last thing on my mind!
Watch if you dare! It’s at https://vimeo.com Margaret

I started the newsletter with a picture of the Vine House picture on the Saturday of our last
meeting, here is the up to date version, it looks fabulous.

A big thank you to Margaret for her work in getting the project started and
to every one of you for your contribution. I am sure Vine House will be
absolutely delighted with it. Hopefully we will be able to present it to them
during the exhibition at Barton Grange.
Sandie

